
An appraisal impacts both getting a new mortgage or refinancing your current one. A licensed 

professional evaluates the monetary value your home, providing documentation that your home is 

worth the amount of the loan.  

Try these upgrades to make the best impression for your appraiser's assessment of your home: 

The Exterior of Your Home  

Make sure your home is neat and clutter-free. Landscaping adds to the overall appearance of your 

home, but it can diminish the value if it's overdone. Aim for a look that is tidy and well-kept. Give 

your home a fresh coat of paint if you see signs of graying, peeling, or cracking. If your house has 

wood or ledger panel siding, make sure that it is clean and in excellent condition.  

The Interior of Your Home  

The inside of your home may not always be 

neat and organized, but you'll want to make 

sure that it is for your appointment. Pet hair, 

off-odors, and a gloomy appearance 

negatively impact your evaluation. Eliminating 

these offenses will help to raise the appraised 

value of your home. Make sure that all areas 

of the home are accessible and also clean; 

not just the living room and kitchen.  

Remodeling Your Home  

Remodeling and updating increase your 

home's overall value. Appraisers pay extra 

attention to kitchens and bathrooms, so it's 

natural to focus on these areas for upgrading. 

Cabinets, countertops, tile flooring, sinks, and 

fixtures to improve the value. Repaint the 

walls if you see that it's peeling or generally 

lost its luster.  

Here's another tip: Finish your basement to 

add even more value to your home! If you've already started any home improvements or repairs, 

complete them before the appraisal.  

Additional Tips  

Certain appliances and fixtures can add to the appraised value. A luxury bathtub, such as a hot tub 

or spa, is one example. The appraiser also considers central air ,so you'll want to make sure that 

your unit is clear of any debris, with a clean filter. 

Last Thoughts  

An appraisal is not only based on the condition and features of your home, but also of similar 

homes in your neighborhood. Features that are considered excessive or unusual for the area can 

diminish the value, so do your homework before you remodel to add value to your home. Are you 

thinking about refinancing? Call me today to discuss your options. 
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THANKSGIVING 

CHECKLIST 

It’s that time of year again to 
get together with family and 

friends. Don’t forget to 
download your checklist 

here.  

 Turkey 

 Potatoes 

 Rolls 

 Sweet Potato Casserole 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Green Been Casserole 

 Stuffing 

 Gravy 

 Pumpkin Pie 

 Apple Pie 

 Apple Cider 

 Other Pies 

      _____________ 

 Other Sides 

      _____________ 

      _____________ 

      _____________ 

 Cooking Accessories  

      _____________ 

      _____________ 

      _____________ 

 

http://www.homeowners.mwfinc.com/uploads/Thanksgiving_checklist.pdf


  

DON’T FORGET TO FALL 

BACK ON NOVEMBER 5TH 

Many mortgage lenders offer flexible 

repayment terms not seen in the past, including 

10, 15 and 20 year repayment options in 

addition to the traditional 30 year mortgage 

loan. Paying off your loan early can still save 

you thousands over the lifetime of your loan, or 

even more! Although there are many ways to 

pay off your loan early, and different strategies 

that people employ based on their individual 

financial situations, we’ve pulled together 3 of 

the easiest and most effective ways to pay off 

your mortgage loan early. 

Round up your monthly mortgage payment: 

Maybe you’re in the habit of doing this on other 

bills already. If so, why not on your mortgage 

too? If your mortgage payment on a $250,000 

loan is $1,172 a month, if you round that up 

just $28 a month, you’ll save more than 

$8,500 in the long run (on a 30 year mortgage) 

– and you’ll pay off your loan more than 7 

months early! 

Refinance your 30-year mortgage for one with a 

shorter term: The best intentions don’t always 

translate into actual action – maybe you’ve 

T H R E E  W A Y S  T O  P A Y  O F F  Y O U R  M O R T G A G E  

E A R L Y   

Working to get your home in top shape for 

showings will help increase the value and 

shorten the sale time. Many buyers want 

move-in-ready home so consider these 

smart options to prepare your home for 

selling. 

1. Have a home inspection: Spending 

a few hundred will warn you about 

potential troubles that future 

buyers may point out. Making the 

suggested repairs before putting 

your home on the market will be 

helpful as well.  

2. Get Replacement Estimates: Get 

estimates for the work from the 

home inspection.  

3. Make Minor Repairs: Not every 

repair has high cost. Fix as many 

small problems as you can to show 

  

12 EASY DIY FALL FIX-

UPS 

Save yourself and your family 
thousands in future repair, 
maintenance, and energy costs 
by not leaving minor problems 
that can get out of hand in your 
home.  

 

Make sure to watch out for these 
12 fall fix-ups: 

1. Beef up insulation in an 
unfinished attic 

2. Add storm or double-pane 
windows 

3. Weatherstrip interior doors 
to the basement and 
garage 

4. Seal exhaust vents 

5. Remove aggressive vines 

6. Install a solar roof-vent fan 

7. Replace damaged asphalt 
roof shingles 

8. Patch cracks in the 
driveway 

9. Lengthen stubby 
downspouts 

10. Change to LED exterior 
light bulbs 

11. Update to set, then forget 
Thermostat 

12. Flush the water heater 

*Courtesy of Thisoldhouse.com 
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buyers that your house has been well 

maintained.  

4. Clear the Clutter: Simplify your 

counters, closets in order to maximize 

the space in your home. Pack up family 

photos, knickknacks and wall hangings 

to that potential buyers can imagine 

themselves in the home.  

5. Do a Thorough Cleaning: A clean house 

makes for a strong first impression so 

either hire a cleaning service or do it 

yourself. Don’t forget to wash windows, 

clean carpet and drapes for a fresh 

smell, wash light fixtures and 

baseboards. Pay attention to details 

such as fingerprints on light switches, 

polish doorknobs and don’t forge to 

tidy up the garage.   

  *Courtesy of Houselogic.com 

thought about paying extra on your loan one 

month, or planned to spend half of your holiday 

bonus from your employer on paying down your 

mortgage, but found that something always 

comes up, impeding your progress. One way to 

“force” yourself to pay extra each month (in an 

amount you can afford) is to refinance your 

existing mortgage loan into a shorter overall 

term. 

Pay your mortgage on a biweekly basis rather 

than monthly: This is one of the easiest ways to 

pay more towards your mortgage without much 

effort. Simply divide your monthly mortgage 

payment in half, and pay each half on a 

biweekly basis. No extra payments to make, 

nothing extra out of your pocket each month. 

But, at the end of the year, you’ll end up having 

made an extra mortgage payment because 

while there are 12 months in a year, there are 

26 weeks – which comes out to 13 months! 

This can be an especially easy method if you 

are paid biweekly and can set your mortgage 

payment to be automatically deducted from 

your take home pay each pay period. 
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D E C L U T T E R I N G  T I P S  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E  

 

Having a cluttered space can skew your 

perspective and cause unconscious 

anxiety. Working or living in a clean area, 

free of clutter, can be refreshing and 

inspiring.  However, tackling the task can 

be intimidating and have you wondering 

where to begin. Start small! Rome was not 

built in a day and it is unlikely that you will 

get your whole house or work space 

organized and decluttered in a day – and 

that’s okay! 

There are some great methods out there 

to help you declutter your home. Here are 

some of them: 

The Four-Box Method – As you go through 

each area of your home, use four boxes to 

determine where your items will go. Each 

box should be labeled: “trash, give away, 

keep, and relocate.” Place each item in a 

box and do not pass over any items. 

Consider each item individually. 

A credit score reflects credit payment 
patterns over time, with more 

emphasis on recent information. 

 Pay your bills on time. Delinquent 

payments and collections can 

have a major negative impact on a 
credit score. 

 Keep balances low on credit cards 

and other “revolving credit.” High 
outstanding debt can affect a 

credit score. 

 Apply for and open new credit 

accounts only as needed. Don’t 

open accounts just to have a 
better credit mix. It probably won’t 

improve your credit score. 

 Pay off debt rather than moving it 

around. Also, don’t close unused 

cards as a short-term strategy to 
improve your credit score. Owing 

the same amount but having 
fewer open accounts may lower 

your credit score. 
*Courtesy of Experian.com 

  

  

HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR 

CREDIT SCORE 

RECIPE OF THE 

QUARTER: HOW TO MAKE 

THE PERFECT PUMPKIN 

SEEDS 

 

After you’ve carved your jack-o-lantern 
for Halloween, it’s time to roast perfect 
pumpkin seeds! According to Homecook-
ingmemories.com, here’s how you can 
make this salty and crunchy snack, that’s 
healthy too! 

1. Clean your pumpkin seeds well: You 
really want to wash them well and 
discard of any and all pumpkin fi-
bers. So, grab your colander and 
clean them…and then clean them 
again. 

2. Keep a watch on them when they 
are baking: Set your kitchen tim-
er for 10 minutes. This way, it will 
alert you to go and move the pump-
kin seeds around on the baking 
sheet. Repeat this every 10 minutes 
until they are done.  

Make a list – A good old-fashioned list can 

help keep you on track. Write down which 

rooms need to be decluttered and start 

with easiest one. 

Does it work? – Many of us will hold onto 

items for sentimental reasons, or we keep 

telling ourselves we will fix it and just 

never get around to it. Get rid of it! 

Commit – Once you have decluttered your 

home – commit to keeping it decluttered. 

Whether it is spending 5 minutes a day 

cleaning up or making sure you put 

everything back in its place at the time of 

use. You can also make it a habit to get rid 

of five items every time you clean. 

*Courtesy of BecomingMinimalist.com 
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EQUIFAX 

CYBERSECURITY 

BREECH 

In a recent release, Equifax 
stated that as many as 143 

million Americans may have 
been effected by a cyber-

security breach that 
compromised their personal 

information. To determine if 
your personal information may 

have been impacted by this 
incident, please follow the 

steps below: 
1. Visit https://

trustedidpremier.com/
eligibility/eligibility.html 

and provide your last 
name and the last six 

digits of your social 
security number. 

2. Based on that information, 
you will receive a message 

indicating whether your 
personal information may 

have been impacted by 
this incident. 

Regardless of whether your 
information may have been 

impacted, they will provide 
you the option to enroll in 

TrustedID Premier. After 

checking if you were impacted 
you will see an option to 

enroll. The enrollment period 
ends on Wednesday, January 

31, 2018. 

https://trustedidpremier.com/eligibility/eligibility.html
https://trustedidpremier.com/eligibility/eligibility.html
https://trustedidpremier.com/eligibility/eligibility.html

